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Jesus didn’t deny the importance of the Law 
and the prophets; He often referred to them.

Matthew 7:12
Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this is the Law and the 
prophets. 

The Law was much more than the Ten Com-
mandments. There were over 600 regulations 
within the Law God gave to Moses. Some of 
those rules included what day to worship, what 
to eat, how to wash and many other restrictions 
that had to be applied in daily life. 

Now, Partner, you may wonder why God was 
such a stickler for rules under the Old Cove-
nant. It all has to do with the advent of our Sav-
ior! Throughout Scripture, God has dealt 
with mankind in varying ways. We call 
those different seasons and times dispen-
sations. 
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Y
ou are free! As a New Testament 
believer, “you are not under the Law, 
but under grace” (Romans 6:14). How-
ever, we don’t just throw out the Old 

Testament or live any way we want because 
we are not under the Law. We should continue 
to obey the Ten Commandments, for example. 
They were part of the moral law, and God’s 
morals and standards have not changed. 
We should always honor our fathers and moth-
ers. Furthermore, idol worship, murder, adultery, 
covetousness, lusting, lying, and stealing are 
still sins!

We continue to learn from the Old Testa-
ment, but we don’t live or worship under 
its regulations. The Law and the Old Testa-
ment prophets prepared the way for Jesus!
Have you ever thought about what had to hap-
pen for Jesus to come as “the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14)?  

The Father used the Law and the prophets to 
prepare the way for the Savior.
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If you are going to understand Scripture cor-
rectly, you must realize that, although God
never changes, He has altered how He relates 
to man in different dispensations as part of His 
eternal plan of redemption. Some Christians 
get caught up in the Old Testament and believe 
they have to keep all of the Law of Moses, but 
that is not what Jesus taught. 

Luke 16:16
The Law and the prophets were until 
John: since that time the kingdom of God 
is preached, and every man presseth 
into it. 

Jesus said the Law and the prophets were for 
God’s people to follow until John the Baptist 
started his ministry. Yes, there was a time for 
observing the hundreds of civil and ceremonial 
Laws. There was a time when to worship God, a 
person had to go to the Temple physically, but 
that time is past.

Don’t get caught up in a religious spirit trying 
to live by the Law. Paul wrote to the Galatians 
about this subject. Judaizers (those who be-
lieved that Christians had to follow Jewish Law 
and practices) had brought their false teaching 
to Galatia. Paul told them they were not bound 
to the Law; they were free in Christ.

Galatians 5:1-4
Stand fast therefore in the liberty where-
with Christ hath made us free and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bond-
age. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if 
ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you 
nothing. For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a debtor 
to do the whole Law. Christ is become of 
no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 
justified by the Law; ye are fallen from 
grace. 

The key to proper New Testament inter-
pretation is to determine who the Scrip-
ture is addressing. Notice that Paul recog-
nized three groups of people in his first letter to 
the Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 10:13
Give none offence, neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of 
God. 

As my spiritual father used to say, “All of the 
Bible is for you, but all of the Bible isn’t to you.”
Partner, I want you to rightly divide the Word of 
God so that you won’t be misled by false teach-
ing that sounds spiritual by people who declare 
themselves Bible scholars but don’t understand 
God’s intention for the Law and the prophets.
The purpose of the Law and the prophets 
was to point people to Jesus!

John 1:45
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto 
him, We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

Once Jesus became flesh and dwelt among us, 
the Law was no longer in force; the Kingdom of 
God is now the system under which we operate 
as God’s children. Let’s consider for a moment, 
how God accomplished His plan of salvation 
for us through Jesus Christ. How did the Word 
become flesh as expressed in John 1:14?

This may sound shocking to you, but God de-
pended on the co-operation of His prophets to 
bring about the incarnation of Jesus. Although 
God is all-powerful, He is also bound to His 
Word. God never does anything that opposes 
His Word, and in Genesis chapter one, He gave 
dominion on the earth to Adam.  “And God said, 
Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness: and let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
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the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth” 
(Genesis 1:26).

Had God moved independently of his prophets, 
He would have broken His Word! The Psalmist 
confirmed man’s authority on the earth when 
he wrote, “What is man, that thou art mindful of 
him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 
For thou hast made him a little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over 
the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things 
under his feet” (Psalm 8:4-6).

Yes, the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
thereof, (Psalm 24:1; 1 Corinthians 10:26) but 
God has leased the property to mankind for a 
time. Until God establishes the new heaven and 
the new earth (Revelation 21:1; Isaiah 65:17; 
Isaiah 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13), God will do noth-
ing in the earth unless His children pray 
and speak His will.

When Adam bowed to Satan, he handed the 
devil his authority, and 2 Corinthians 4:4 tells 
us that Satan became the god of this world. But 
when Jesus rose from the dead, something hap-
pened; Jesus said that all power had been given 
unto Him–including power over demons and the 
devil–and He transferred that power to believ-
ers. (See Matthew 28:18; Mark 16:15-18.)

Partner, you have tremendous power! I 
want to encourage you to use that power 
in prayer! When we pray, we invite God into 
the earth. James wrote, “The effectual fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 
(James 5:16). The Greek says that “the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man makes much 
force available.”  That force is God! Your 
prayer allows God’s power to manifest on the 
earth! Do you understand what a difference 
your prayers can make? Satan’s term as the 
god of this world hasn’t run out, so if we 

don’t enforce God’s will through scriptural 
and faith-filled prayer, Satan will have his 
way!

God can’t have His way today unless we pray, 
just as He couldn’t get Jesus into the earth as 
the Word made flesh without the voices of His 
prophets. The first prophecy came from God. 
Immediately after the fall of man, He began 
the process of speaking forth the Savior of the 
world: “And I will put enmity between thee [Sa-
tan] and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).

Every part of God’s plan of redemption had to 
be spoken through one of His vessels on the 
earth; we call them the Old Testament prophets. 
They spoke God’s Word, and His Word always 
accomplishes what He sent it to do. Isaiah 
spoke the Word of the Lord about the Messiah. 
He also described how God operates.

Isaiah 55:6-13
Seek ye the LORD while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is near: 
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the LORD, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon. For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.  

For as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and ma-
keth it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater:  So shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 
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Partner, Pastor Deborah and I pray for you daily. You are important to
us. More importantly, you are important to our Lord! You are always on
our minds and in our hearts. Thank you for your continued support!

If you have a specific prayer request and would like prayer, please call us
at our KBM Partner Care Center at 248.353.3476, ext. 256. Or, if you
would like to email your prayer request, you may do so by sending it to
partners@keithbutler.org. You may also submit your prayer request
through our website at www.keithbutler.org.

unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go 
out with joy, and be led forth with peace: 
the mountains and the hills shall break 
forth before you into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir 
tree, and instead of the brier shall come 
up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off. 

Isaiah prophesied that God would abundantly 
pardon; that would happen through the blood 
of Jesus. He also noted that God functions on a 
level that is much higher than our thoughts or 
imaginations and that God’s Word is like rain. 
Partner, have you ever captured rain in a buck-
et or other container? That’s easy enough to do, 
but I’m confident that you have never thrown 
the rain back up into the clouds from which 
it came!  God’s Word, once released in the 
earth, cannot return to Him without bring-
ing forth His will. God’s Word always comes 
to pass, but God doesn’t project His Word from 
heaven with a divine booming voice. He puts 
His Word in His men and women and speaks 
through their voices. 

Every detail of the Messiah’s ministry was spo-
ken by the prophets. Consider only a few of the 
prophecies about His birth. Prophets declared 
that the Messiah would be born in the lineage 

of David (Isaiah 11:1)of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14) 
in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Other prophecies 
include Genesis 49:10, which prophesied the 
Magi’s gifts to the Christ child. Jeremiah 31:15 
foretold of Herod’s murder of the innocents, and 
Hosea 11:1 described the child Jesus’ return 
from Egypt, where His parents took Him to 
protect Him from Herod’s slaughter. 

Partner, do you see how important it is to obey 
God and speak His Word? The Old Testament 
prophets’ obedience to speak God’s Word in the 
earth made the way for our Savior! The proph-
ets yielded wholly to God, and His plan came to 
pass. Allow God to speak His Word and His will 
through you. Yield entirely to Him and watch 
God’s plans come to pass!

Bishop Keith &
 Pastor Deborah Butler


