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JOY IN PERSECUTION

You know, we have much to be thankful for. We 
have breath in our lungs, blood pumping through 
our veins, the sun in the sky, and the stars at 

night–are all gifts from our loving Father! Partner, God 
is worthy of praise and thanks all of the time–through 
good times and bad–God is worthy of praise!

However, you and I know that life has its challenges. We 
can have joy because we know Who we serve. We know 
that if we stand on the Word of God and trust it to do 
what God sent it to do in our lives, we will have mani-
fested victory over those trials. But how do we get to that 
place?

I would like to talk to you today about having joy in the 
midst of persecution. Persecution takes many forms. It 
can come as pressure to keep quiet about Jesus in the 
marketplace. You might be passed over for a promotion 
because you don’t go out drinking with other employees 
after work. Government persecution against the practice 
of Christianity is also a severe problem throughout the 

world. Regardless of the struggles, the challenges, and 
the trials you may be facing today, you can have joy, and 
you need to have joy because “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).

One of the best teachers on the power of joy in adverse 
circumstances is the Apostle James. How did James 
know so much about the power of joy?

James was the half-brother of Jesus. Can you imagine 
being raised with Jesus? I think he may have dealt with 
some persecution as the sibling of the perfect child.
Have you ever been involved with sibling rivalry? Is 
there a brother or sister in your family who set the bar 
so high at your elementary or high school that all of 
the teachers expected you to do as well, but maybe you 
weren’t as academically inclined as your sibling? 

Can you imagine what James’ childhood was like? Jesus 
was sinless, so He never did anything wrong. Jesus never 
messed up; He always did what His parents asked of 
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Him. He memorized His scriptures without any argu-
ment. He was indeed the perfect child.

Perhaps sibling rivalry is what kept James from believing 
that Jesus was the Messiah until after His resurrection. 
The fifteenth chapter 1 Corinthians describes when James 
became a believer. 

I Corinthians 15:6-7
After that, he was seen of above five 
hundred brethren at once; of whom the 
greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep. After that, he 
was seen of James; then of all the apos-
tles. 

James believed when he saw the risen Lord, and James 
became the leader of the early church. A large denomi-
nation holds that Peter was the first leader. They call him 
the first pope, and they hold to the belief that he passed 
down his apostolic authority to every pope thereafter. 
However, notice that it was James, not Peter, who settled 
the first major dispute in the church.

The first significant disagreement arose when Orthodox 
Jews accused Paul of breaking the Law by preaching to 
the Gentiles. You can read about it in Acts chapter 15. 

Acts 15:13-20
And after they had held their peace, 
James answered, saying, Men and breth-
ren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath de-
clared how God at the first did visit the 
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for 
his name. And to this agree the words of 
the prophets; as it is written, After this I 
will return, and will build again the taber-
nacle of David, which is fallen down; and 
I will build again the ruins thereof, and 
I will set it up: That the residue of men 
might seek after the Lord, and all the 
Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 
saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things. 

Known unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world. Wherefore 
my sentence is, that we trouble not them, 
which from among the Gentiles are 
turned to God: But that we write unto 
them, that they abstain from pollutions 
of idols, and from fornication, and from 
things strangled, and from blood. 

All of the early church leaders gathered in Jerusalem. 
Those who wanted to cling to the Law of Moses said, 

“How dare you go and preach to the Gentiles?” Paul refut-
ed them by describing how God had moved amongst 
the non-Jewish people; they received the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost and spoke in tongues. Entire families and 
neighborhoods were accepting Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior. The opposing side gave their argument against 
acceptance of the Gentiles, insisting that they be cir-
cumcised to become Christians. The boss finally made 
his decision, and the boss of the early church was James, 
Jesus’ half-brother!

The book of James was either the first or second book 
written in the New Testament. James wrote like a pastor; 
he provided so much practical wisdom and instruction, 
that many Bible scholars consider it to be the book of 

“The devil thinks he has 

you cornered, but he 

thought he had Jesus cor-

nered when His body was 

laid in the tomb! Jesus 

rose and so will you! Count 

it all joy! See the victory 

ahead of time and laugh by 

faith!”
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Proverbs of the New Testament. His letter particularly 
addressed Christians who were suffering persecution. 

Why were James’ readers suffering? In a nutshell, they 
were outside of the will of God. Jesus told His disciples 
that the Holy Ghost would come upon them, and they 
were to be witnesses “in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth,” (see 
Acts 1:8), but they all stayed in Jerusalem. 

These early Jewish believers were under pressure from 
the Jewish leaders as well as the Roman government. On 
top of the pressure from the outside, strife arose within 
their camp. “And in those days, when the number of the 
disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the 
Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were 
neglected in the daily ministration” (Acts 6:1). The New 
Living Translation says, “that as the young church grew 
there were rumblings of discontent.”

When Christians circle the wagons and focus only on 
themselves–their needs, their preferences, and their 
opinions–they open themselves up to the pain of pres-
sure and persecution, as we see in the next few chapters 
of Acts.

Soon after the rumblings of discontent amongst the wid-
ows, Stephen was martyred. Persecution was heating up, 
and then most of the Christians finally left Jerusalem. 

Acts 8:1
And Saul was consenting unto his [Ste-
phen] death. And at that time there was 
a great persecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem; and they were 
all scattered abroad throughout the re-
gions of Judaea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. 

Disobedience opened the door for persecution in the 
early church, and disobedience will bring problems 
into our lives too. But partner, even if you’ve missed 
it, God said He would “never leave you nor forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5). Don’t let troubles, trials, and tough 
times turn you away from God. He is not the source of 
your problems; He is the solution! 

James didn’t write to those who were scattered abroad 
from a lofty pedestal of rulership. He told them he was 
a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (see James 
1:1). The word servant in Greek means slave, and he sent 
words of encouragement to strengthen the church that 
had been displaced from their homes.

James 1:2-3
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations: Knowing this, 
that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience.

Partner, the worst thing you can do in the middle of 
difficult circumstances is to become dour, sour and 
emotionally down. “Rejoice in the Lord alway;  and again 

I say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4)! When you’re under pres-
sure and facing persecution, rejoice!

The topic of persecution is extremely volatile right now. I 
recently accepted a position with an organization whose 
goal is to rescue persecuted Christians. Since 2005, one 

“Persecution takes many forms. 
It can come as pressure to keep 
quiet about Jesus in the market-
place. You might be passed over 
for a promotion because you 
don’t go out drinking with other 
employees after work…Regard-
less of the struggles, the chal-
lenges, and the trials you may 
be facing today, you can have 
joy, and you need to have joy 
because ‘the joy of the Lord is 
your strength’ (Nehemiah 8:10).”
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tience. Notice that James did not say that God sent per-
secution to test their faith. Satan is the one who sends 
persecution, troubles, trials, and all kinds of suffering 
to try to get you to turn away from God! 

So, partner, when persecution comes, stand up and stir 
up your joy as Paul and Silas did after they were severely 
beaten and chained in the Philippian prison. 

Acts 16:25-26
And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, 
and sang praises unto God: and the pris-
oners heard them.  And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake so that the foun-
dations of the prison were shaken: and 
immediately all the doors were opened, 
and everyone’s bands were loosed. 

Count it all joy, partner. Sing praises and rejoice in the 
Lord always! The joy of the Lord is your strength! 

Pastor Deborah and I love you very much. We want to 
see you win in all that you do in life. So does our Lord! 
So–win! Send us those victory testimonies! 

Thank you for your continued financial and prayerful 
support of Keith Butler Ministries!

million Christians have been martyred–murdered 
because of their faith. 215 million Christians today live 
under persecution in Muslim nations as well as oth-
ers such as North Korea and China. North Korea puts 
Christians in prison camps like Auschwitz and Dachau. 
Christians are suffering more persecution today than 
at any other time in history. I will spare you the disgust-
ing and horrific details of the suffering our brothers and 
sisters are undergoing, but I encourage you to take a few 
minutes and go the website persecution.org to learn more.

James didn’t write to his persecuted brothers and sisters 
and tell them to organize a protest. He didn’t call them 
to take up arms. Instead, he told them to keep their 
attitudes positive. 

Partner, you can control your attitude regardless of 
what is happening around you! Viktor Frankl survived 
the horrors of a Nazi concentration camp in WW II 
because he learned to control his thinking. He wrote, 

“Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the 
last of the human freedoms–to choose one’s attitude in any 
given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way.”

Your situation may be bad, but I want to encourage 
you to decide to count it all joy! The word joy means a 
delightsome thing; cheerful. God is still God, and He is on 
your side! The devil thinks he has you cornered, but he 
thought he had Jesus cornered when His body was laid 
in the tomb! Jesus rose and so will you! Count it all joy! 
See the victory ahead of time and laugh by faith!

James went on to tell his readers that the testing of their 
faith through persecution worketh endurance or pa-
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